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Shri Babu Rao Sadwelkar
Directorate of Art, Bombay (9.11.80)

Extremely refreshing experience to see this
exhibition. Paintings are well conceived with political
and social satire. These types of paintings deserve to
remain in history to give an account of the people and
their culture. My hearty congratulations to all the
artists. | look forward to se many more interesting
things from this group in future.

Shri Jiban Lal Bandyopadhyay
Editor, Satyajug, Calcutta (23.3.82)

In this auditorium | have witnessed many
individual and group exhibitions. But this one
organised by SAMIKSHAVAD is completely different
in its message, colour and dimension. India needs
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today this sort of bold social consciousness in its art
and piantings. This exhibition depicts the true life and
aspiration of millions of India. My best regard to the
organizers and artists who have made this unique pro
people exhibition such a grand success.

Further | consider this exhibiton as a
remarkable landmark of Indian unity and solidarity.
Talented artists from other states who have brought
the messages of human emancipation through their
ideas and colours will be remembered for long by art
loving people of Calcutta.
Lady Ranu Mookerjee
Chairman Academy of
(25.03.82)

The current exhibition of 'Samikshawad' is
most fascinating. It depicts the maturity of the
painters, their deep involvement in their surroundings
and the various reactions portrayed in their paintings.
It is in many ways an educative exhibition, evocative
of their emotions and obvservations. | hope they will
come again and exhibit their forceful exhibition in our
gallery.

Dr. Rajendra Bajpai
'Akar' No. 9. Year 3, 1980, Ujjain

Samikashavad is going to break the ice
soon. Any one who has an insight into the art, would
agree that it is not like one of the Indian prototypes of
modern European art, for it despises the western art
both in letter and spirit as evident from its manifesto.
Nor does it intend to glorify Indian traditional art. Any
one viewing the Samikshavadi art, would be fully
convinced that the traditionalist or revivalist bias is
altogether missing. Of course the movement does
identify to the conditions operating in the modern
Indian culture. Modern Indian culture and civilization
remain exclusively its chief concern, pre-occupation
and fountainhead of inspiration. It is a timely move to
reconcile the contemporary spirit of India after years
and years of estrangement. to sum up, the
Samikshavadi artist has practically nothing to do with
any of the ancient or modern movements of art, in the
East or West. It had sprung up just with an original
idea germinating and sprouting in the mind of its
pioneer, which would make contemporary Indian Art
once again a very powerful and effective medium of
expression and communication. ........ "Samikshavad”
would thus pilot the way to make contemporary Indian
art a very potential force for the social intercourse in
our daily life. "Samikshavad" has just responded to
the call of the hour. Thanks God, contemporary
painters have woke up at long-last from the prolonged
slumber and become conscious once again of their
social obligations and responsibilities. | hope this
movement would be welcomed in our social, political
and cultural circles and also among the general
public. Artists subscribing to the ideology of the new
school of pictorial allegorical expressions should leave
their strong impact on the cross-currents of
contemporary Indian art.

'Evening News' of India, November
Bombay

A group of painters, mainly from Uttar

Pradesh, seeking to launch an Indigecous movement

Fine Arts, Calcutta

6, 1980,
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of contemporary art' to stress social and economic
injustice in the country.

The exhibition is worht a visit, at least to
realise the legitimate anger among thinking people.
There is the feeling that the public at large may feel
happy with the work of the Samikshavadi group.

'The Times of India’, November 5, 1980, Bomaby

There is a real horror in the form of paintings
by eight artists from Varanasi adhering to the cult of
Samikshavad'. This philosophy is 'opposed to the
tendency of Indian artists following Western trends in
modern art'. Its manifesto rejects ‘individualism, the
idea of confused creativity, technique as an end in
itself etc.". There is a show which has got to be seen
in order to be believed.
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